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Dissertation Advisor Declaration Form
This form verifies the mutual agreement between the Biophysics Student indicated and Faculty Member taking on the role of Dissertation Advisor for this student’s graduate training through the degree.  

It outlines the roles and expectations (mentoring, financial support, etc.) in the different stages of a student’s training trajectory and GYear.  
Date:


    
     

Biophysics Student: 


Student’s Current G Year:   
Faculty Member(s):


Student Requirements (G1 & G2 Years):
Students in the first two years of their PhD studies in Biophysics are required to complete a number of Program requirements, including: 
* The completion of 7 Letter-Graded Courses, in addition to the 1st Year Fall semester Biophysics 300: Introduction to Laboratory Research (rotation and critical literature reading) course.

* The completion of the DMS MedSci 300qc: Responsible Conduct of Science course (Fall semester, 2nd year).
* Laboratory Rotations of approximately 10 weeks each leading toward the declaration of a dissertation research lab.
* One semester of Teaching in a course that provides experience in presenting lecture materials, running sections and office hours (within the 2nd year).
* The presentation and defending of an “off-topic” Preliminary Qualifying Exam (PQE) Proposal (to be completed and defended before the end of their 2nd year).

* Annual Individual Development Plan (IDP) Survey and IDP mentor meetings.
Faculty:  I understand and agree to allow the Student Advisee the time required to complete the above Program Requirements:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Student:  I understand and agree to complete the Program Requirements for the first two years in as timely a manner as possible.  I also agree to maintain clear communication with both my research advisor and Program Administration regarding any circumstances or delays that might impact the completion of these requirements and attention to beginning full-time research work.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Student Requirements (G3 Year through Degree):

* Dissertation Advisory Committee (DAC) Meetings.  Within 6 months of the successful completion of the PQE, students should set up and convene a meeting of their DAC.  Faculty advisors are required to attend such DAC meetings, but do not serve as committee members.  Subsequent meetings should take place on a yearly basis, or more frequently, based on the recommendations of the DAC.
* Manuscript Publication.  Preparing and submitting research manuscripts for peer review are an important part of a graduate student’s training.  
* Research Talks/ Presentation at scientific meetings and program events. internal graduate program events such as: poster sessions, retreat talks, and graduate student research dinner talks (in addition to research presented at national meetings in poster or talk presentation format).

* Annual Individual Development Plan (IDP) Survey and IDP mentor meetings.
* The completion of the DMS MedSci 302qc: Responsible Conduct of Science refresher course (Fall semester, 5th year).

* Dissertation Defense and Graduation.  Based on the determination by the student’s DAC that the student has completed enough to write up and defend their dissertation research. Faculty advisors are required to attend the student advisee’s defense, but do not serve as committee members.
See https://biophysics.fas.harvard.edu/academics for more information.

Faculty:  I understand and agree to supporting the development of my Student Advisee as an independent scientist through their fulfillment of the above requirements, including setting aside time for meetings, mentoring and advising:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Student:  I understand and agree to maintain satisfactory progress to the best of my ability, the timely fulfillment of program requirements and the appropriate application of time and energy toward research work in fulfillment of the PhD Degree.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Financial Support:
G1 & G2 Years:

In the initial two years in the Biophysics Program, the Student is supported at the standard stipend rate set at the time (rates negotiated with the HGSU) –currently $44,376/yr, and the “Full” tuition and health insurance fees –currently $57,840/yr, by program funds (including through appointment to the Molecular Biophysics Training Grant, other individual fellowships, and/ or GSAS administered program funds).
G3 & G4 Years:

As of July 1st of the year that the Student enters their 3rd GYear, Faculty Advisors are required to assume financial support responsibility at the standard stipend rate set at the time (rates negotiated with the HGSU), and the “Reduced” tuition and health insurance fees –currently $19,022/yr.  The Biophysics Program has traditionally contributed an amount toward the student G3 & G4 “Reduced” tuition fees to allow the overall combined stipend and tuition requirements for faculty advisors to fall below the NIH “Zero Year” postdoc stipend rate, but this is not guaranteed.
G5 Year and Above:

As of July 1st of the year that the Student enters their 5th GYear (and future GYears), Faculty Advisors are required to assume financial support responsibility at the standard stipend rate set at the time (rates negotiated with the HGSU), and the “Facilities Fee” tuition and health insurance fees –currently $8,854/yr.  

All G Years:

*  Students who apply for and receive internal (Landry, Merit, GPF) or external (NSF, NRSA, NDSEG, etc.) fellowship support, are required to be supplemented up to the standard stipend and tuition and health insurance rates in effect for the fiscal year by their faculty advisors.

*  In late March or early April each year, the Biophysics Program Administrator sends a letter indicating the specific details of a student’s support requirements, including updated stipend, tuition and health insurance rates for the upcoming fiscal year, beginning July 1st.  At this time the details of how a student’s support for the fiscal year ahead is to processed are determined.
Faculty:  I understand and agree to the student financial support requirements for the Student Advisee indicated and understand that specific details regarding such required support will be communicated during the spring semester for the fiscal year beginning July 1st each year:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Student:  I understand and agree that the guarantee of financial support is contingent on my maintaining satisfactory progress, the timely fulfillment of program requirements and appropriate research work toward the PhD degree.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Student Signature:






____________________________________

Faculty Advisor Signature:





_____________________________________

